Technical and instrumental improvements in the surgical treatment of acoustic neurinomas.
Microsurgical removal of large acoustic neurinomas, more than 3 cm in diameter, has been performed by the lateral suboccipital transmeatal approach with the patient in the lateral position in 68 cases in the past 5 years. sixty-two patients (92%) returned to their former occupations and two died: one in the immediate postoperative period and the other 16 months later. The postoperative follow-up examination showed satisfactory facial nerve function in 70% of the patients. Hearing was preserved in six of 14 patients who had preoperatively retained their auditory function. The authors emphasize the usefulness of bipolar forceps for intraoperative stimulation of the facial nerve and for facial muscle monitoring. The value of the four-pronged hook and the multipurpose head-frame in this procedure is also discussed.